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BEHIND MOMA 
First opening its doors in 
1929, MoMA has contributed 
tremendously to both 
modern art on the New 
York and world  level for 
90 years.
The efforts of three 
prominent women during the 
late 1920s deserve gratitude 
for what we have today. 
Lillie Bliss, Mary Quinn 
Sullivan, and Abby Aldrich 
Rockefeller, collectively 
known as “the daring 
ladies,” contributed 
immensely to the opening 
of the museum. It opened 
shortly after the 1929 
stock-market crash, and has 
been a success ever since. 
Appreciation has always 
followed an upward trend; 
the museum occupied three 
other buildings before finally 
settling in its current 
location in 1939.  MoMA 
began with just eight prints 
and one drawing, but now 
hosts more than 150,000 
paintings, sculptures, 
drawings, prints, 
photographs, architectural 
models and drawings, and 
design objects. Works date 
from the 1880s to the 
present. The building at 
West 53rd was renovated 
over a four year period, 
beginning in 2002, and now 
consists of eight levels. 
Floors two through six 
feature impressive 
collections of various media, 
while T1 and T2 host the 
Theaters. Special exhibitions 
can be found on the 
second, third, and sixth 
floors.
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LAYOUT OF THE 

MAIN COLLECTION
AND 

SPECIAL EXHIBITION 
GALLERIES

6 ... Special Exhibitions 

5 ... Painting and Sculpture 
I (1880s to 1940s)

4 ... Painting and Sculpture 
II (1940s to 1970s)

3 ... Architecture and 

Design; Drawings; 

Photography; Special 

Exhibitions

2 ... Contemporary Galleries; 

Prints and Illustrated Books; 

Media; Special Exhibitions

1 ... Sculpture Garden

T2 ... Theater 2 & Gallery
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FIND YOURSELF 
INSPIRED

    Be prepared to have your artistic 
side awakened at The Museum of 
Modern Art! The museum hosts a 
wonderful aura, with well-lit and 
spacious galleries.

    Sketching is permitted 
throughout the museum,  although 
it must be done in pencil and in a 
sketchbook not exceeding 8 1/2 x 
11”. Keep in mind that using an 
easel or sitting on the floor is 
prohibited. But ample seating is 
provided in many of the galleries. 
  
    Photography is allowed in the 
collection galleries as long as there 
is no flash or tripod involved. Make 
sure you capture the moments 
where you come face to face with 
some of the most famous pieces 
of modern art.

    Audio guides are available, free 
of charge, in eight different 
languages. Gallery talks are also 
complimentary, and occur daily at 
11:30 and 1:30.
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MUSEUM HOURS
Sunday, Monday, Wednesday, Saturday 10:30 am-5:30 pm

Tuesday closed

Thursday 10:30 am-5:30 pm (open until 8:45 pm first Thursday of the month)

Friday 10:30 am-8 pm

Thanksgiving & Christmas Day closed

Christmas Eve 10:30 am-3 pm

New Years Day 9:30 am-8 pm

ADMISSION
Adults $20

Seniors (65+) $16

Students $12

Children (16 and under) free

Members free

(Target Free Friday Nights free for all from 4 pm to 8 pm)

Tickets are available for purchase at the museum, or online (excluding Target Free Friday Nights).

GENERAL INFORMATION
Large bags and umbrellas must be checked in before entering the galleries. The checkroom is located directly across from the 

area where tickets must be presented. 

Each level is easily accessible by escalator or elevator. 

Film tickets are free to those with a general admission ticket, but may also be purchased if not visiting the exhibits. For more 

information concerning film tickets and the film schedule, call (212) 708-9480, or log onto www.moma.org/film. 

Dining is available; the museum has two cafes, a fine-dining restaurant, and a seasonal garden cart in the garden.

Membership is open to all visitors, and the price of an admission ticket may be applied towards a membership.

NEARBY ATTRACTIONS
American Folk Art Museum

Rockefeller Center

Radio City Music Hall

St. Patrick’s Cathedral

Fifth Avenue Shopping

Central Park

DIRECTIONS
By Subway

E or V to 5 Avenue-53 Street

B,D, or F to 47-50 Streets- Rockefeller Center

By Bus

M1, 2, 3, 4, 5 to 53 Street
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