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At last Thursday’s Million
Student March, a nationwide
student demonstration for free
public college tuition, I along with
three other proIsrael, Jewish
Hunter students became the
target of verbal abuse.
Protestors screamed at us that
we did not belong in CUNY.
Some even threatened us with
physical harm — to drag us
down the street because we
expressed our support for Israel.
I’m a freshman at Hunter. I grew
up and went to school in the
Bronx. After high school, I lived
in Israel on a gapyear program.
I studied Hebrew with immigrant
Jews and Arabs, volunteered at
a petting zoo, hiked across the
country and visited my Israeli
family.
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I support Israel’s right to exist
and wish for a free and prosperous Palestinian state living peacefully alongside
her. I am a proud Zionist. I never thought I would be subject to violent hate
speech for supporting Israel in my home city, at my own school.
The Million Student March was not supposed to be about global politics or
Zionism — but somehow that’s what it became to some people who manipulated
the march at Hunter College to include an antiIsrael agenda. Hunter Students
for Justice in Palestine announced on Facebook their intention to use the rally, in
their words, to criticize “the Zionist [CUNY] Administration” that “reproduces
settler colonialist ideology through Zionist content of education.” They came out
in force.
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All those truly interested in lower tuition should be outraged that their cause was
hijacked for an Israelbashing session.
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As we approached the march, we saw many demonstrators holding antiIsrael
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posters. It was clear that the rally's focus was not the cost of education. We
joined the march, holding signs with the message that we were proIsrael and
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prolower tuition. My sign read, “We support lower tuition, not terrorism against
Israel.”
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One protestor read our signs and shouted, “The intifada is coming! Zionists
better leave Palestine!” Intifada is an Arabic term for violent struggle against
Israel. The last Intifada involved waves of Palestinian suicide bombings in Israel.
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were screaming at us, “Long live the intifada.”
RESTAURANT BANS PATRON WHO CALLED OUT AUTISTIC EMPLOYEE
Slowly, as more demonstrators realized our presence, shouts of “Zionists go
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home” echoed around us.
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As we arrived back in front of Hunter, the shouts of hatred and threats escalated.
Many of the nearly 100 protestors began berating us four proIsrael students as
we stood holding our signs.
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“Zionists out of CUNY!” and “There is only one solution: Intifada Revolution!”
emanated from the crowd. Protestors called us racists and white supremacists.
One attacked our signs. In the background, another demonstrator yelled, “Jews
are racist sons of bitches!” Another spewed lies, such as that Israel is
euthanizing and sterilizing her Ethiopian citizens, and that Israel is committing
genocide. In spite of this onslaught, we stood strong against the shouting,
cursing, lies and antiSemitic hatred directed against us.
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As I left the rally, someone yelled, “We should drag the Zionists down the street!”
It took a few seconds to register that I was a Zionist walking down the street. A
CUNY public safety officer protected me from being attacked. He made sure I
made it to the subway safely. Although I was not physically harmed, I took this
verbal attack the hardest. Somebody hates me so much for my beliefs that he
threatens to harm me because of them.
I thank the Hunter administration for condemning the antiSemitic comments
made at the rally and reiterating CUNY’s commitment to creating a place of
“inclusion, not exclusion.”
I hope that we as a Hunter community can make Hunter a place where all
students feel safe, and important issues can be debated constructively not
hatefully. I hope we can create an environment where groups and individuals
who care about the IsraeliPalestinian conflict are civil toward each other and
can work together to construct a vision of peace and respect, not hate and
violence.
Kessler is a freshman at the Macaulay Honors College at Hunter College.
TAGS: cuny , college campus violence , israelipalestinian conflict

PROMOTED STORIES

EDITOR'SPICKS
Candy Schulman:
Heard a Jewish joke
lately? I did
"This Jew goes into the
army," a voice boomed. He
was sitting cattycorner…

More than 30,000 sign
petition urging CNN to
fire anchor Don
http://www.nydailynews.com/opinion/yosef-kessler-wanted-safe-spaces-jews-cuny-article-1.2436801

Another day, another dose of

2/5

11/19/2015

Yosef Kessler: Wanted: Safe spaces for Jews at CUNY - NY Daily News
Another day, another dose of
sour Lemonaide for CNN.

Husband accused of
prostituting wife to
over 2,700 men

Things I Learned from
Helping Veterans

10 warning signs of
Alzheimer's

Raytheon

Healthgrades

16 Truths Republicans
Would Rather Keep
Secret
RantPolitical

And the world’s worst
husband award goes to...

Former Mexican sex
slave raped 43,200
times in 4 years
A teenage sex slave was
raped 43,200 times in the
hellish four years she…

Mo. couple raped teen
boy in foursome with
young woman: cops

If you think Bernadette is
sexy on The Big Bang
Theory, you gotta see this

Missouri professor
confronts student
reporter

25 Deceased Celebrities
Whose Stunning Final
Words Will Haunt You

CBS

Washington Post Video

Suggest

Recommended by

MORE FROM NYDAILYNEWS
Houston toddler burned
to death playing in oven

Editorial: Stop suspected
terrorists from getting
guns

A Missouri couple held a 16
yearold boy down and
raped him as part of a…

Couple dies while
having hot tub sex at
daughter's wedding
A Canadian couple died
while having sex in a hotel
hot tub during their…

Woman, 70, fatally
struck by car after
miscommunication
A 70yearold woman was
fatally struck by a BMW in
Brooklyn after a…

SPONSOR CONTENT ON NYDAILYNEWS
The Right Way to Enforce a BYOA Policy
BY MICROSOFT CLOUD

Learn about the growing BYOA (bring your own application) movement
in the business world.

UK teen recalls brutal
ninehour assault
from three friends
“I didn’t think I was going to
make it out of the flat alive,”
said Summer…

Marcus Winters: The
truth about charters
and needy kids
As research makes it clearer
that urban charter schools
are outperforming…

WE RECOMMEND

1

2015

3

2

Average 401K

Cars

Fred Siegel:50 years
of hope, change &
despair in NYC

Best

Squint at Bill de Blasio and
see John Lindsay, the city’s
last great…

Dependable

Balance

4

Investments for

Top SUVs to
Buy

Retirees

COMMENTS

MOST POPULAR

[ Discussion Guidelines]
MOST READ

http://www.nydailynews.com/opinion/yosef-kessler-wanted-safe-spaces-jews-cuny-article-1.2436801

MOST SHARED

3/5

11/19/2015

Yosef Kessler: Wanted: Safe spaces for Jews at CUNY - NY Daily News

1

Editorial: Stop suspected terrorists fro
getting guns

2

S.E. Cupp: Syrian refugees and what
means to be American

3

David Miliband: Syrian refugees are n
threat

4
5
6

Editorial: Apple, Google and ISIS

7

De Blasio and Baraka: At the airports,
waiting for fairness

8

Richard A. Clarke: Mr. President, esca
this war

9

Cole and Boucher: N.Y., leave fantasy
players alone

POST A COMMENT
Write a comment

SORT

Editorial: Rubio’s right call
Nov. 19: The Zadroga Act, Paris and
comics

10 Eugene O'Donnell: U.S. cops need big
guns

1198

$

Samsung 55'
Curved Smart UHD
4K TV

$ 278.97

Samsung 32" Class
1080p LED Smart HDTV

Samsung 22.5 C
French Doo
Refrigerator  Sta

$ 188.97

Samsung 24" Class LED
Smart HDTV

http://www.nydailynews.com/opinion/yosef-kessler-wanted-safe-spaces-jews-cuny-article-1.2436801

Joe Namath Ra
Cooker  Stainless

4/5

11/19/2015

Yosef Kessler: Wanted: Safe spaces for Jews at CUNY - NY Daily News

Media Kit

Home Delivery

Newsletters

Businesses

Place an Ad

About our Ads

Contact Us

Careers

FAQ's

Feeds

Site Map

Use of this website signifies your agreement to the Terms of Service and Privacy Policy.
© Copyright 2015 NYDailyNews.com. All rights reserved.

http://www.nydailynews.com/opinion/yosef-kessler-wanted-safe-spaces-jews-cuny-article-1.2436801

5/5

