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Macaulay Honors College Sponsors the 2017 City Nature Challenge
Every New Yorker to become a citizen-scientist
(March 27, 2017, New York, NY) Start spreading the news! CUNY’s Macaulay Honors
College invites New Yorkers to help find all of the creatures that call our city home by
joining a citizen scientist effort from April 14-18, 2017. Anyone who lives in, or visits the
5 boroughs of New York during that time period is asked to photograph and share
pictures of the millions of species who live in our parks, pavements, gardens or
subways. The effort is part of the City Nature Challenge 2017 that involves 16 cities
nationwide. The goal is to have NYC lead the nation in observations.
Participants are asked to download the free iNaturalist app to their mobile device. From
April 14-18, they use the app to upload a photo of an organism: it can be a plant, an
insect, a pizza rat or a roach—basically any living thing that is not a pet, or in a zoo. You
then send the photo to the iNaturalist community through the app; that community will
help identify and document the species. It is a great learning effort for families with
children who are on spring break, as well as a great way for the average individual to
contribute to science’s knowledge of the species who live and survive in urban areas.
Those who are interested can sign up HERE to receive more information and updates
about the Challenge. Or visit the City Nature Challenge: New York webpage for more
details on how to participate.
City Nature Challenge 2017 builds on the 2016 challenge that involved Los Angeles and
San Francisco. Then, 1,000 participants logged more than 20,000 observations,
documenting more than 1,600 species in each city. The findings from all 16 cities this
year will greatly be logged and measured by iNaturalist. People who participate need
only bring their curiosity, a smartphone and their powers of observation to help catalog
the natural wonders of our parks and open spaces.
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